A patient presenting syncope and convulsions was shown to have spontaneous attacks of ventricular standstill without preceding or subsequent partial heart block and with the auricles beating regularly throughout. Carotid sinus pressure reproduced one such attack. This is a demonstration of nervous control in the heart below the auriculoventricular node and perhaps in the ventricle itself. Cookson's term "paroxysmal ventricular standstill" is uniquely fitting. While on atropine and having frequent periods of spontaneous ventricular standstill carotid sinus pressure was attempted once with no effect on the rhythm of the ventricle. On Jan. 5, 1953, about three hours after his regular oral dose of atropine (0.4 mg.), an electrocardiogram still showed normal P-R interval and right bundle-branch block. At this time right carotid sinus pressure induced the ven-
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